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ing The Marriage of Peleus and Thetis, together
with Two Efforts in Blank Verse, were " Privately
printed for the Author " at Eton. His version of the
Greek legend shows remarkable promise for a boy of
fifteen. The metres are skilfully varied, and the
atmosphere is well sustained. The author had evi-
dently read his Milton, his Dryden, and his Keats ;
but his poem is none the worse for that. The two
poems in blank verse, one telling the story of Rizpah,
from the Second Book of Samuel, the other a Cornish
tale, are less distinguished, as might be expected.
Blank verse defies the craftsmanship of almost every
young writer. " Please show the little book to no one"
he writes to Lord Stanhope, when sending his literary
uncle a copy gorgeously bound in green morocco.

As the delightful years passed at Eton, William
Johnson's uneasiness at the irregularity of Dalmeny's

genius seems to have increased. In September 1864
e wrote in his journal: " Received a very good,
thoughtful letter from my employer, the mother of
the beloved Archie and Everard, of whom I was glad
to be reminded. If they were only as fond of know-
ledge as Cambridge men ! " The " employer " was
seriously impressed by the tutor's complaints that
her son's work was not up to the mark, and with the
impulsiveness natural to her, she determined that he
must leave school at Easter 1865, when not yet
eighteen, in order to read elsewhere before going to
Oxford. This may have been to take Johnson more
literally than he intended, for he wrote a long letter
from Cambridge in January, condoling with Dalmeny
for missing " the last summer, which is often so full
of interest as to blot out the memory of all earlier
years." The letter goes on with an eloquent appre-
ciation of the boon granted to " a genuine Eton play-
mate," and of what tutors can and cannot do for their
pupils, hard-working or idle.1 Perhaps some veiled
irony peeps through these last sentences. To the
boy himself this unexpected summons was a matter

1 William Johnson to Lord Dalmeny.   K.C.C., January 10th, 1865.